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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1State Data Infrastructure Coordinating Center

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE APPLICATION
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Under contract with the Center for Mental Health Services (CMHS), the State Data Infrastructure Coordinating Center (SDICC) will offer Technical Assistance (TA) to assist State Mental Health Agencies with the design, collection, reporting, and uses of public mental health information system and performance indicators.  A major goal of the TA will be to assist states with the implementation of the URS, HIPAA, DS2K+ standards.   

Technical assistance may be to an individual state or groups of states.  Typically, on-site technical assistance consists of 1-2 days of expert consultation in specific subject areas usually working with the State Mental Health Agency.  TA for individual states is limited to 2 days and will involve one expert.  TA for groups of States will focus on special topics and consists of up to 11 state participants with one expert for 1-2 days and is provided at a central site.  NRI may determine that in order to reduce costs, a telephone or web-based meeting would sufficiently take the place of a face-to-face TA event. 


 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The SDICC requests that a letter of no more than two single-spaced pages be submitted that includes the following information and that is signed by the State Mental Health Agency director:

· name, title, address, phone, fax and e-mail numbers of contact person for TA request;

· system problem(s) to be addressed and immediacy of need;

· type of TA requested (e.g., on-site consultation or group meeting);

· anticipated outcome(s);
· any previous TA on this issue and its impact; and 
· justification of TA in terms of the state’s ability to report URS data.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Applications will be reviewed by both the SDICC and the government project officer.  Selection will be based on:

· potential of technical assistance to have a positive impact on the problem(s); 

· immediacy of need;

· apparent readiness of the SMHA/public mental health system to effectively utilize the TA; 

· potential significance of the problem to other states; and
· financial/in-kind support for TA.

Priority will be given to requests that relate to the electronic bridge between State mental health agencies and local reporting units, and the data systems they operate.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Applications are accepted on an on-going basis.  Applicants will be notified of results within 60 days of receipt of application.  SDICC reserves the option to offer regional training/technical assistance in lieu of individual state TA.  


 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Submit application via U.S. mail or electronically to:              Ted Lutterman

NASMHPD Research Institute, Inc.

66 Canal Center Plaza, Suite 302

Alexandria, VA 22314

703-682-9463 / Fax: 703.548.9517

E-mail: ted.lutterman@nri-inc.org

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1For further information, please contact Ted Lutterman at:

703.739.9333 ext. 121 or 

E-mail: ted.lutterman@nri-inc.org
Additional copies of this form, as well as information on the Uniform Report System and the Data Infrastructure Grants are available on the SDICC section of the SDICC web site: www.nri-inc.org.
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