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1. Comparison of one state with others.

1) Compare with limited number of other states: 

Step 1: Create a dataset with only those states of interest; 

Step 2: Run analysis using CONTRAST or PAIRWISE statement in SUDAAN statistical procedures.

Be sure to adjust for multiple comparisons using Bonferroni correction.

2) Compare with all other states:

Create a dummy variable indicating the state of your interest vs. all other states.

Do the same as above.
Rule of thumb: if the prevalence estimates (95% confidence intervals) overlaps, they are not statistically different at alpha=0.05 level.

2. When you do the analysis on complex sampling design—

1) Use standard NEST variables

2) Use appropriate weight variables for states which implemented split sampling.
3. Deal with the missingness when calculating prevalence of mental distress
My suggestion: Include a category for those who answered “do not know/not sure” or refused to answer the question because these persons were more likely to be experiencing psychological distress. 

4. Now we have both Kessler 6 and PHQ 8 implemented in recent BRFSS, How can we interpret or compare different prevalence rates on psychological distress from different instruments?

5. Time constructs of different instruments are different.

K6 (past 30 days)

PHQ-8 (past 2 weeks)

Lifetime diagnosis of depression and anxiety

