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Forensic mental health services refer to evaluation activities, including forensic evaluations, or treatment

services provided to individuals with mental illnesses who are involved with the criminal or juvenile justice

system. Forensic mental health services may be provided to individuals facing a criminal charge (defendants),

individuals residing in correctional facilities, individuals who are on probation, or individuals found not guilty

by reason of insanity. Many states also include sex offenders committed to state psychiatric hospitals for

treatment under sex offender statutes as an additional forensic service group. The individual’s recovery and

progress toward rehabilitation after receipt of these services may affect the person’s legal outcomes.
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State Mental Health Agency
Responsibilities for Forensic
Mental Health Services

HIGHLIGHTS BASED ON 48 STATES RESPONDING TO FORENSIC COMPONENT OF NRI'S 2020 STATE PROFILES

P r i m a r y  S t a t u t o r y  R e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  F o r e n s i c  M e n t a l  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e s

In 25 states (61%), the State Mental Health Agency (SMHA) has primary statutory responsibility for the provision

of forensic mental health services to adults, and 12 SMHAs (34%) are responsible for juvenile forensic patients.

In 13 states (32%), the SMHA shares the responsibility for the provision of mental health assessments and

treatments for criminal justice involved adults with the state department of corrections.

S M H A  R e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  A d u l t  F o r e n s i c  M e n t a l  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e s

Note: although 48 states responded to the forensic component, not all states provided answers to all
questions; therefore, some of the information presented in this report is based on responses from less than
the total number of reporting states. 
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https://www.nri-inc.org/umbraco/api/profiles/download?key=6f5ec5fa-3f2f-458b-9323-a9f056b161df
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T r e a t m e n t  D e l i v e r y  S e t t i n g s  S M H A s  U s e  f o r  F o r e n s i c  M e n t a l  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e s

SMHAs use a variety of treatment delivery settings to treat forensic clients and sex offenders. The most

common setting SMHAs use is a state psychiatric hospital that provides treatment to forensic and sex

offenders as well as civil (non-forensic and non-sex offender commitment patients) admission clients. In 20

states, the SMHA uses community-based competency services (in addition to competency services provided

in facilities).
T r e a t m e n t  D e l i v e r y  S e t t i n g s  f o r  F o r e n s i c  C l i e n t s

R e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  P r o v i s i o n  o f  M e n t a l  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e s  i n  C o r r e c t i o n a l
S e t t i n g s

SMHAs and local city, county, and regional mental health agencies are often responsible for the provision of

services to adults and children/adolescents in correctional settings. Among community corrections

populations—individuals on probation, parole, or alternatives to incarceration—the provision of mental health

services to adults is the responsibility of local city or county mental health agencies in 19 states (49%) and is

the SMHAs’ responsibility in 13 states (30%). In local jails or detention centers, the provision of mental health

services is the responsibility of local city or county mental health agencies in 29 states (66%) and is the

SMHAs’ responsibility in 18 states (41%). 
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